
Hallsands grew as a fishing village 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries.

The Admiralty was the authority in the 
UK responsible for the command of the 
Royal Navy.

Most families in Hallsands depended on 
fishing for a living. No villagers died in the tragedy.

Hallsands was a very close community.

Keyham Docks are seventy-acres of 
land, lying to the north of the Devonport 
Yard.

Waves are caused by wind blowing over 
the surface of a body of water.  The 
stronger the wind, the more energy the 
waves have.

Concrete is a composite building 
material made from the combination of 
aggregate and cement binder.

Sir John Jackson Limited was awarded 
a contract to expand Keyham Docks in 
1896.

The shape and size of a beach is 
dynamic – it changes throughout the 
year.



With the signing of the Entente Cordiale 
in 1904 between France and Great 
Britain the fear of French invasion was 
finally laid to rest.

25 families were made homeless.

The construction of a powerful fleet of 
warships brought Germany into direct 
conflict with Britain.

Shingle is a coarse gravel or aggregate 
formed by wave erosion of sedimentary 
rock formations.

When the dredgers started dredging, the 
residents of Hallsands protested to their 
Member of Parliament, as they feared 
that removal of the shingle would lower 
the level of the beach, thereby 
threatening their homes.

Kaiser Wilhelm II had great personal 
ambition and wanted Germany to 
become a world power with itʼs own far 
flung empire.

On 26th January 1917 the village of 
Hallsands fell into the sea.

Most of the families relocated to North 
Hallsands or Beesands.

The village of Hallsands had a shop, 
post office, pub and reading rooms.

Kaiser Wilhelm II came to power in 
Germany in 1888.



Since the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, 
Britainʼs Royal Navy had been the 
dominant fighting fleet in the world.

The Board of Trade gave Sir John 
Jackson Limited permission to dredge 
shingle from along the coast between 
Hallsands and Beesands.

In the 1890s the Admiralty decided to 
expand the naval dockyards at Keyham.

On 26th January 1917 there was a 
furious south-eastly gale and an 
abnormally high tide.

Tides are caused by the gravitational 
pull of the moon and the sun upon the 
water in the seas and oceans.

The best form of coastal defence is a 
beach as the waves crash upon the 
beach and not upon the cliffs.

A beach is usually bigger in the summer 
because the waves have less energy.

Storms (or depressions) cause strong 
winds.

There are rumours in the Hallsands area 
that Sir John Jacksonʼs company 
dredged more shingle than had been 
agreed.

Hallsands reached a population of 159 
in 1891.


