
"If geography itself has any 
significance it is that we are 
made to lift our eyes from our 
small provincial selves to the 
whole complex and magnificent 
world." 
Reportedly Richard Burton (1821 - 1890) to the Royal Geographical Society. 

British explorer, translator, writer, soldier, orientalist, ethnologist, linguist, poet, hypnotist, fencer and diplomat. 



"Geography is a subject 
which holds the key to 
our future." 

Michael Palin 
English Comedian, Actor, Writer and Television Presenter. 



"The purpose of geography is to 
provide 'a view of the whole' earth 
by mapping the location of places." 

Ptolemy (83 AD – 161 AD) 
Greek Mathematician, Geographer, Astronomer, and Astrologer. 



As a young man, my fondest dream was 
to become a geographer. However, 
while working in the customs office I 
thought deeply about the matter and 
concluded it was too difficult a subject. 
With some reluctance I then turned to 
physics as a substitute." 

Attributed to Albert Einstein (1879 – 1955) 
Theoretical Physicist 



"Anybody who believes that 
the way to a man's heart is 
through his stomach flunked 
geography." 

Robert Byrne 
American Chess Player 



"I like geography. I like to 
know where places are." 

Tom Felton 
English film and television actor best known for playing the role of Draco Malfoy in the Harry Potter film series. 



"I am a citizen not of 
Athens or Greece, but of 
the World." 

Socrates (470 BC–399 BC) 

Classical Greek Philosopher 



Think of our world as it looks from 
that rocket that's heading towards 
Mars.  It is like a child's globe, 
hanging in space, the continents 
stuck to its side like coloured maps.  
We are fellow passengers on a dot of 
earth. 

Lyndon B. Johnson (1908-1973) 
Thirty-Sixth President of the United States (1963–1969) 



When asked what he thought of 
Western civilization, Mahatma 
Gandhi replied, "I think it would be 
a good idea." 

Mahatma Gandhi (1869 –1948) 
A major political and spiritual leader of India and the Indian independence movement. 



Humanity ... is like people packed in 
an automobile which is travelling 
down hill, without lights, on a dark 
night at terrific speed and driven by a 
four-year-old child.  The signposts 
along the way are all marked 
"Progress." 

Lord Dunsany (1878 – 1957) 
Anglo-Irish Writer and Dramatist 



Money is like muck, not 
good unless spread. 

Francis Bacon (1561 – 1626) 
English Philosopher, Statesman and Essayist 



“Great things are done when men 
and mountains meet; this is not 
done by jostling in the street.” 

William Blake (1757-1827) 
English poet, visionary, painter, and printmaker. 



In a country well governed, poverty 
is something to be ashamed of. 
In a country badly governed, wealth 
is something to be ashamed of. 

Confucius (551 BC – 479 BC) 
Chinese Thinker and Social Philosopher 



BOUNDARY, n. In political 
geography, an imaginary line 
between two nations, separating 
the imaginary rights of one from 
the imaginary rights of the other. 

Ambrose Bierce (1842 – 1914) 
American editorialist, journalist, short-story writer and satirist. 



Somewhere on this globe, every 
ten seconds, there is a woman 
giving birth to a child. She must be 
found and stopped. 

Sam Levenson (1911 - 1980) 
American humorist, writer, television host and journalist. 



Don't worry about the 
world coming to an end 
today. It's already 
tomorrow in Australia. 

Charles M. Schulz (1922 - 2000) 
20th-century American cartoonist best known worldwide for his Peanuts comic strip. 



“If they'd lower the taxes and get rid 
of the smog and clean up the traffic 
mess, I really believe I'd settle here 
until the next earthquake” 

Groucho Marx (1890-1977) 
American comedian and film star. 



“I was married once -- in San Francisco. I 
haven't seen her for many years. The 
great earthquake and fire in 1906 
destroyed the marriage certificate. 
There's no legal proof. Which proves that 
earthquakes aren't all bad.” 

W. C. Fields (1880-1946) 
American Comic and Actor 



"Earlier on today apparently 
a lady rang the BBC and said 
she heard that there was a 
hurricane on the way. Well 
don't worry if you're 
watching, there isn't." 

Michael Fish 
Weather Forecaster and BBC Weather Presenter. 



“Danser sur un volcan” 
[to dance on a volcano] 

French Proverb  meaning to be sitting on a time bomb. 



“Since the governments are in the 
pockets of businesses, who's going 
to control this most powerful 
institution? Business is more 
powerful than politics, and it's more 
powerful than religion. So it's going 
to have to be the vigilante 
consumer.” 

Dame Anita Roddick (1942 - 2007) 

The founder of The Body Shop. 



“It's a funny old world.” 
Margaret Thatcher 

British Prime Minister from 1979 to 1990. 



"I can't understand why 
men make all this fuss 
about Everest - it's only a 
mountain" 

Junko Tabei 

Japanese mountaineer, who became the first female to reach the summit of Mount Everest on May 16, 1975. 



"Today's Russia is not to 
be compared with the 
Soviet Union of back 
then." 

Angela Merkel 
The Chancellor of Germany and according to Forbes Magazine, the most powerful woman in the World. 



It is still just unbelievable to 
us that diarrhoea is one of 
the leading causes of child 
deaths in the world. 

Melinda Gates 

Former unit manager for Microsoft and wife of Bill Gates.  2005 Time Magazine Person of the Year. 



“Work is the rent you pay for 
the room you occupy on 
earth.” 

Queen Elizabeth II 
Queen regnant of sixteen independent states and their overseas territories and dependencies. 



Human beings the world 
over need freedom and 
security that they may be 
able to realize their full 
potential. 

Aung San Suu Kyi  
Nobel Peace laureate, Democratically elected leader of Myanmar, 1990. 



“An economy growing at 7 
percent per year, can and 
must find the resources ... to 
improve the lives of its 
millions of poor.” 

Sonia Gandhi 
President of the Indian National Congress and Forbes Magazine’s 6th most powerful woman in the World. 



A 19th century philosopher, political economist, and revolutionary. Often called the father 
of communism, Marx was both a scholar and a political activist.

Sell a man a fish, he eats 

for a day.  Teach a man 

how to fish, you ruin a 

wonderful business 

opportunity.
Attributed to Karl Marx (1818-1883)



Farming looks mighty easy 

when your plow is a pencil, 

and you're a thousand 

miles from the corn field.

Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969)

The thirty-fourth President of the United States (1953–1961).



Anyone who believes 

exponential growth can go 

on forever in a finite world 

is either a madman or an 

economist.
Kenneth Boulding (1910-1993)

An economist, educator, peace activist, poet, religious mystic, devoted Quaker, systems 
scientist, and interdisciplinary philosopher.



That's the thing about 

Mother Nature, she really 

doesn't care what 

economic bracket you're 

in.
Whoopi Goldberg

An Academy Award winning American actress, comedian, radio host, TV personality, 
game show host and author.



An American columnist and author.

Bill Vaughan (1915-1977)

Suburbia is where the 

developer bulldozes out 

the trees, then names the 

streets after them.



Cree Indian Prophecy

Only when the last tree has 

been cut down,

Only when the last river has 

been poisoned,

Only when the last fish has 

been caught,

Only then will you find that 

money cannot be eaten.



Chinese proverb

If you want one year of 

prosperity, plant corn.

If you want ten years of 

prosperity, plant trees.

If you want one hundred 

years of prosperity, educate 

people.



A French naval officer, explorer, ecologist, filmmaker, scientist, photographer and 
researcher who studied the sea and all forms of life in water.

Jacques Cousteau (1910-1997)

Water and air, the two 

essential fluids on which 

all life depends, have 

become global garbage 

cans.


